Village of Mneral City
Rail road Committee

8728 N. High St

M neral Cty, OH

(330) 859-2222

Dani el Van Epps
710 G bbs Lane
Dover, OH 44622
(330) 364-5627

dl ve@ | kshire. net

RE: Prelimnary Rail Restoration Report
8- 8- 2006
Mneral City Railroad Comrittee:

| am providing your nmenbers with a prelimnary cost estimate for
the restoration of four proposed routes into Mneral Gty for rai
service. These figures were generally agreed upon by a former C ass
railroad track inspector, and are still being reviewed by a forner
Class Il railroad general nmanager for their validity.

Route #1 is fromMneral Gty to Valley Jct. (Zoarville), which
woul d essentially provide a spur fromthe Weeling & Lake Erie Rwy
Co.’s main line that occasionally hosts passenger trains. |Its
projected costs for the 2 mle line are between $2M $3.25M with
annual nmai ntenance up to $40K

Route #2 woul d extend the existing W&LE Sandyville Branch south
of the former Belden & Blake Co. to Grant St. Should Route #1 and
Route #2 be conpleted, they would restore a circuitous route from
M neral Gty-Valley Jct.-Brewster-Canton, ideal and beneficial for
both freight and passenger service, and a future route for the
Cuyahoga Vall ey Scenic RR from Canton. The projected costs for the
1.75 mile line are between $2.2M $3. 25M wi th annual mai ntenance up to
$30K.

Route #3 woul d reconnect Valley Jct. with Dover. This would
provi de access to the RJ Corman RR Co. network, and access attractions
i ncludi ng Dover Dam Reeves Museum and the Tuscarawas County
Fai rgrounds. The forner Reeves MIIl could al so be used to house | oca
passenger trains and an operations center, space permtting. The
projected costs for the 7.1 nmile line are between $5.4M $7. 1M with
annual mai ntenance up to $142K

Route #4 is nore difficult in reconnecting Mnerva to M nera
City. This route would access the Mnerva Steam Train Museum and its
excursion train operations, Chi-Rail for freight connections to the
Panhandl e, Carrollton, and Bayard, the W&LE for its connections, and
the Norfol k Southern Rwy Co.’'s Bayard Branch |eading to its C evel and,
Pittsburgh, Canton, and other intercity-interstate main |ine



connections. The costs for the 15.83 nile line are projected at
$13. 9M $31. 4M with annual mai ntenance up to $307K

Public way right-of-way acquisition costs c.2004 for a one square
foot by the length of the distance between Grant St. to near N
Whoster Ave. in Dover were cal cul ated between $5570-$5820. A 66’ wi de
easenent typical for railway wi dths would thus cost between $367620-
$384120.

Gover nance nodel choices avail abl e include a nunici pa
enterprise, a cooperative with other nunicipalities and governnent
agencies, a Transportation Inprovenent District, a dedicated port
authority, or a multi-county port authority. | would recomend a port
authority for the intra-county routes i ndependent of the Tuscarawas
County Port Authority due to its current enphasis on production
projects instead of distribution projects. Should inter-county routes

be added, | would then recommend a nulti-county port authority to
actively and cooperatively involve those participating municipalities,
townshi ps, and counties. | would not recommend a transit authority,

as ownership and operation of the right-of-way and infrastructure
shoul d not be coupled with carriage provision, which should be
reserved to all qualified private and public third parties (i.e., ODOT
does not provide bus service).

Al t hough the costs may sound extrene, | woul d suggest teami ng up
with other interested nunicipalities and governnent agencies, and
undertaki ng the above projects in the indicated order to establish a
revenue stream retire the debts, and denbnstrate to investors the
projects are investnment grade. Also renenber two tracks approximate
16 highway | anes of capacity, and highway | anes cost a m ni mum of $10M
per nile.

| have barely scratched the surface of the background and
possibilities with this report, but if the prelimnary figures and
routes are of interest to the Conmttee and Council, please feel free
to contact me for a nore extensive report.

Si ncerely,

Dani el L. Van Epps



